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tained there by a distinguished representative of the early Spanish
stock, Senor Calvo, to whom we were introduced while he was
practising his profession of auctioneer at the cattle-market.
His ancestor was a viceroy of the Court of Spain, and he is by
descent on both sides a pure Spaniard; the cosmopolitan in-
fluences of to-day have, however, been too strong for the con-
tinuance of this tradition in the family, and he himself and other
members of it have allied with outside nationalities. His father,
who was responsible for the conduct of a public journal, had
his life attempted three times by his political enemies, and finally
sought refuge in England. There the son was born and edu-
cated, but later on, going out to the Argentine, he too entered
public life and became a member of Congress, whose buildings
it was most interesting to see under his guidance.
The life of Argentine women is almost that of the'East. The
men go their own way, make their own acquaintances, live their
own life. They ask strangers but little to their homes, and it is
possible to be on quite intimate terms with an Argentine and
unaware whether he is married or single. Country-house hos-
pitality scarcely exists, and even on the large estancias in the
neighbourhood of Buenos Aires, a week-end party is unknown,
A lady does not walk out alone, and never, even in her own
home, receives a male guest without the presence of her husband.
We have been credibly informed of a wife who boasted that
during her husband's absence in Europe, of over a year, she
never went out of the house. There is no higher education for
women except for those training professionally, and the interests
of the majority, like those of a certain set at home in pre-war
. days, consist mainly in bridge and dress. Forty years ago ail
women wore the mantilla, but to-day fabulous sums are spent
on clothes. One charming Argentine lady told me that £30 was
quite a usual.sum to give for a smart but simple hat. At the
seaside resorts the expenditure on clothes is so lavish, that it is
cheaper to take the trip to Europe than to procure the necessary
garments in \rtdch to be seen among your friends., In ap-
pearance the women are pretty and effective, but spoilt to the
eyes of a European by the inordinate amount of powder. I
was told by one present at the dinner-party in question of an
amusing scene witnessed in the ladies' cloak-room ; a daughter
arriving with her mother called out, " Oh, mother, you have

